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Abstract

In the Holy Quran, the word face is used for God approximately eleven
times. This usage has generated diverse interpretations among various
Islamic groups, including scholars, religious thinkers, spiritual leaders,
and philosophers, with each offering its own explanation. Consequently,
the phrase "face of Allah" emerges as a Quranic metaphor requiring
careful study. The central questions are: What does "the face of Allah"
truly signify, and how do scholars from different groups interpret it?
This article, through content analysis, identifies four interpretive
approaches to the verses. They include the legal approach, which
addresses the verse's application in religious jurisprudence to resolve
practical issues, such as the permissibility of prayer during travel or
determining the Qibla in difficult situations; the rational approach, which
directs facing the Kaaba during obligatory prayers and worship to avoid
disagreements and maintain Muslim unity; the mystical approach, which
views the human heart as the locus where God's qualities shine and
manifest, portraying humans as representatives or faces of God; and the
theological approach, which presents the infallible Imam (a.s.) as the
best exemplar of the verse, affirming that the pure Imams are truthful
and should be followed, as the face of God embodies His complete and
unlimited kindness, present everywhere and in everything, with a prime
example being the ideal person or chosen leader of God, represented by
the infallible Imam.
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