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A Comparative Analysis of the Social Concept of
"Goodness" in the Interpretations of the Two Sects with
Emphasis on the Quranic Prayer "Our Lord, Grant Us

Goodness in this World""

Malihe Alsadat Seyyedreza Dulabi”
Abstract

The concept of Aasanah is one of the Qur’an’s fundamental and
multidimensional notions. It plays a pivotal role in shaping the religious
perspective on both worldly life and the Hereafter, particularly in the
Qur’anic supplication “Rabbana atina fi al-dunya hasanah” (Our Lord,
grant us good in this world). This study conducts a comparative analysis
of exegetical interpretations of this term by examining five selected
commentaries from both Islamic traditions, encompassing rational,
ijtihadi, narrative, literary, and transmitted approaches. The novelty of
this research lies in its use of a systematic comparative framework for
analyzing hasanah, with special emphasis on the view of Allamah
Tabataba’i, who interprets it as the manifestation of divine pleasure
(ridwan Allah). This interpretation establishes a cognitive linkage
between the worldly and eschatological dimensions of the concept.
Furthermore, by elucidating the social implications of hasanah, the study
demonstrates that a profound understanding of this term within Qur’anic
discourse can enhance social ethics, strengthen collective hope, and
redefine religious responsibility in individual and communal interactions.
The findings indicate that exegetes’ approaches to the meaning
of hasanah are significantly connected to their epistemological foundations
and interpretive methodologies, with each approach highlighting a
distinct layer of the term’s semantic potential.
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