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Abstract

This study investigates the epistemic factors that facilitate access to the
Qur'an’s layers of guidance, drawing upon Surah al-Bagarah and
selected sermons of Imam Ali (AS) in Nahj al-Balagha. Employing a
descriptive-analytical methodology, the research undertakes a
comparative examination of relevant Qur’anic verses, statements by
Imam Ali (AS), and their classical exegetical commentaries. The
findings indicate that key epistemic elements—specifically, the
recognition of adversarial forces (including Satan, the commanding soul
[nafs al-ammarah)], hypocrites, disbelievers, and worldly attachment)
combined with certitude, faith in God, faith in the unseen, and faith in
divine scripture—are critical to benefitting from the Qur’an’s guidance.
Although practical dimensions such as worship and righteous deeds are
also influential, these warrant separate investigation. The study
concludes by identifying obstacles that impede engagement with this
“divine banquet,” thereby proposing a clear avenue for future research.

Keywords: Epistemic guiding factors, Nahj al-Balagha, Qur’an, Surah
al-Bagarah.
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Abdollahi Abed, Samad & Ali Ahmad Naseh (1394 sh), maghale-ye «Jaygah-e
Ali (a) dar Tafsir-e Qor’an», Do-Faslname-ye Tafsir Pazhoohi, Paeiz va
Zemestan. [in persian]

Qera’ati, Mohsen (1374 sh), Tafsir-e Nour, Tehran, Markaz-e Farhangi-ye Dars-
ha-yi az Qor’an. [in persian]

Gonabadi, Soltan Ali-Shah (1408 gh), Bayan al-Sa‘adeh fi Magamat al-Ebadah,
Lubnan—Beirut, Mo’assese al-A‘lami lel-Matbu‘at. [in Arabic]

Motaghi Hendi, Ala’oddin Ali al-Mottaqgi ibn Hesam al-Din (1409 gh), Kanz al-
Ommal, Beirut, Mo’assese al-Resalah. [in Arabic]

Majlesi, Mohammad Bager ibn Mohammad Taqi (1403 gh), Bihar al-Anvar,
Beirut, Dar Ehya’ al-Torath al-Arabi. [in Arabic]

Mahmoudi, Mohammad Bager (bi-ta), Nahj al-Sa‘adeh fi Mostadrak Nahj al-
Balaghah, jeldhaye 1 va 2, bi-ta. [in Arabic]

Makarem Shirazi, Naser (1380 sh), Tafsir-e Nemuneh, Tehran, Dar al-Kotob al-
Eslamiyeh.

Makarem Shirazi, Naser (1386 sh), Payam-e Imam Amir al-Mo’menin (a),
Tehran, Dar al-Kotob al-Eslamiyeh. [in persian]

Naragi, Molla Mahdi (1366 sh), EIm-e Akhlag-e Eslami (Tarjome-ye Jame* al-
Sa‘adat), jeld 1, tarjome-ye Seyyed Jalal al-Din Mojtabavi, EnteSarat-e
Hekmat. [in Arabic]

Jam‘i az Nevisandegan (bi-ta), Hedayat dar Qor’an, jeld 1, bi-na, bi-ja. [in persian]



