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Exegetical Report on Qur’an 33:69 Concerning the
Attribution of a Reprehensible Act to Prophet Moses (Peace
Be Upon Him)"
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Abstract

In the Holy Qur’an, the infallibility of the prophets from any form of
disobedience and error is a clear and established principle, and Almighty
God has referred to this matter in several verses. In contrast, a body of
interpretive reports known as Isra’iliyyat appears in exegetical literature
and, through fabricated and spurious narrations, attributes reprehensible
acts to the prophets. Among the verses whose interpretation has been
affected by such reports is verse 69 of Surah Al-Ahzab. Some Sunni
commentators, especially al-Tabari, have cited narrations under this
verse that explicitly suggest that Prophet Moses (peace be upon him)
bathed naked and exposed his private parts in front of others. Such an
account is not only irrational and implausible, but also incompatible with
the exalted status of a divinely protected prophet and contrary to the
theological foundations of Muslim belief in prophetic infallibility. The
present study examines one narration cited in al-Tabari’s tafsir and
evaluates it in terms of both its chain of transmission and its textual
content. The findings show that the narration is distorted in its
transmission and is textually inconsistent with the Qur’an, the sound
Sunnah, and established rational evidence.
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