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An Interpretive Study of the Role of Belief in the Day of Judgment
on Human Destiny in the Surahs Al-Haqqah and Al-Ma'arij

Khadijeh Ahmadi Bighash™
Elham Mahmoud Abadi ™~

Abstract

Human beings are creatures with free will, who are involved in
determining their worldly and hereafter fate. A person's fate is influenced
by factors such as beliefs, actions, environment, heredity, spiritual
practices, and so on; however, human free will and determination prevail
over all of these. Belief in the Day of Judgment is an important factor in
shaping a person's fate, affecting both the worldly and afterlife destinies
of believers and deniers. The present study seeks to answer the question
of what role belief in the Day of Judgment plays in human destiny, based
on the views of the interpreters of both Sunni and Shia perspectives, in
the teachings of Surahs Al-Haggah and Al-Ma‘arij. A descriptive-
analytical review of this issue shows that these two Surahs, which appear
consecutively in the order of revelation and in the Holy Qur'an, were
revealed in a similar context. In these two Surahs, Allah depicts the truth,
greatness, and certainty of the Day of Judgment, drawing the attention of
the audience by explaining the worldly and afterlife destinies of the two
groups-deniers and believers. Just as the worldly fate of the deniers of
the Day of Judgment is destruction and annihilation, for the believers, it
is salvation and liberation. The afterlife fate of the deniers, after
experiencing shame and regret, is Hell, while the afterlife fate of the
believers in the Day of Judgment is the satisfaction and enjoyment of
Paradise and divine pleasure.

Keywords: Human Destiny; Belief in the Day of Judgment; Surah Al-
Haqggah; Surah Al-Ma'arij
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An Evaluation of Common Interpretive Theories on the
Relationship Between Condition and Penalty in Verse 3 of
Surah An-Nisa, Emphasizing the Coherence, Network
Structure, and Trans-historicity of the Text
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Abstract

Verse 3 of Surah An-Nisa is the only verse in the Holy Quran that
Bermlts polygamy. The problem in understanding this verse is that the

eginning of the verse addresses orphans, while its continuation deals
with the permissibility of polygamy, and these two subjects seem
incompatible. A general criticism of the interpretation of both Shia and
Sunni scholars, as well as more recent views that limit the permissibility
of polygamy to marriages with the mothers of orphans, is that this verse
has been understood in a way that overlooks the condition, “and if you

fear that you will not deal justly with the orphans” (s b Y1 s ol
) [4:3]. In this paper, considering the Holy Qur'an as a coherent text

with a network structure, and focusing on the thematic and conceptual
connection between verses 3 and 127 of Surah An-Nisa, an interpretation
and translation of these verses is provided that resolves the inconsistency
between the beginning and continuation of verse 3 and also significantly
limits the scope of polygamy. If we accept that verse 127 was revealed
before verse 3 and that the women mentioned in verse 3 are the same
women introduced in verse 127, then the ruling on polygamy in the Holy
Qur'an becomes exclusively applicable to the marriage of a man with the
mother of orphans whom the man has already assumed financial
guardianship of the women who are unable to manage the financial
affairs of their orphaned children and have entrusted the responsibility of
their children’s financial matters to that man.
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Re-examining the Symbolic Concepts of the Number Forty
in Religious and Islamic Culture and Their Alignment with
the Arba'in of Imam Hussein (A.S.)

Farzad Dehghani™ .
Mojtaba Mohammadi Anvigh

Abstract

The number forty (Arba'in) has a wide range of meanings in religious
and Islamic culture. The si)ecific concepts associated with this number
have existed among the followers of monotheistic religions since ancient
times, and in Islamic culture, it has been particularly expanded.
Ultimately, it reached its peak in relation to the uprising of Imam
Hussein (A.S.), gaining special emotional significance and sanctity.
Today, Arba'in is considered a turning point in the Islamic world,
especially in the Shiite world, and its concept has become intertwined
with revolution. This research, using the method of library and
reference-based data collection and employing qualitative content
analysis (descriptive-analgtical), aims to examine the symbolic meanings
of the number forty' (Arba'in) throughout history, with an emphasis on
its connection to the movement of Imam Hussein (A.S.). The findings of
the research indicate that Arba'in symbolizes expectation, readiness, trial,
punishment, and the manifestation of perfection in everything and every
action. The significance of Arba'in and the emphasis on it have a strong
and direct connection with the historical symbolism of this number as a
sign of development and maturity. On this day, the mission of Imam
Hussein (A.S.) and his familg in Karbala, Kufa, and Shaam reached its
fullness, and after enduring bitter events and overcoming difficult and
painful incidents, they completed their mission of keeping the divine
religion alive. Arba'in, in connection with the martyrdom of Imam
Hussein (A.S.), also symbolizes perfection, maturity, and growth. The
symbolic concept of trial and punishment in Arba'in, in relation to those
who were heedless or indifferent to the uprising of the Master of Martyrs
(A.S.), is evident.
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Semantic Connections of the Pair of Surahs Noah and Jinn"
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Abstract

The theory of “the pairing of Surahs,” with its ancient roots, is one of the
modern topics in the study of Surahs in the last century. Surah studies
involve a detailed understanding of the Holy Qur'an, which is organized
through understanding each Surah and the relationships between them.
According to this theory, the Surahs of the Holy Qur'an are paired in
twos, and they act like parallel mirrors, reflecting many images of the
themes of both Surahs and interpreting and explaining each other. The
main question of this research is: What is the relationship and connection
between the two Surahs Noah and Jinn, which form one of the 56 pairs
of Qur'anic Surahs? After studying the structure and themes of these two
Surahs through a descriptive-analytical method, the research concluded
that the pairing of Surah Noah and Surah Jinn is focused on comparing
the foundations and methods of the preaching of Prophet Noah (A.S.)
and Prophet Muhammad (PBUH). In Surah Noah, the method of Prophet
Noah's (A.S.) preaching and its results over his 950 years of prophethood
are presented and evaluated. In Surah Jinn, the foundations of Prophet
Muhammad’s (PBUH) methods of preaching as the Seal of the Prophets
are discussed and indirectly compared with the method of Prophet
Noah's (A.S.) preaching. Therefore, studying this paired Surahs can also
provide a basis for critically examining the methods of religious
propagation in contemporary Islamic society.
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Abstract

In every era, tyrants and those who transgressed the limits set by God, by
following their desires, have led people away from the path of truth.
Understanding the concept of Taghut' (tyranny) enhances insight, so that
by analyzing the characteristics of the tyrants of different eras, one can
recognize the 'Taghut' of the present age and, through awareness and
vigilance, free themselves from the dominance of despotism and
colonialism, and achieve power and dignity. The work at hand analyzes
the characteristics of the tyrants of the time of Prophet Moses (A.S.) and,
using descriptive and analytical methods, with reliance on verses,
traditions, and historical sources, provides a clear picture of this topic.
The findings of the research indicate that 'Taghut' refers to oppressive,
rebellious, and satanic people who have existed in every era, both during
the time of the Prophets and beyond. Examples of the tyrants of Moses'
era include Pharaoh, Haman, Qarun (Korah), Samiri, and Bal'am Ba'ura,
who are mentioned in the Holy Qur'an. In the present era, there are also
tyrants whose characteristics align with those of the tyrants of previous
ages. Like them, they engage in genocide, child killing, oppression,
violation of people's rights, and leading others astray. Understanding the
characteristics of the "Taghut' of that era significantly aids in recognizing
and confronting the tyrants of the current age.
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The Necessity of Hardship in the Process of Human Growth
and Resilience with Reference to the Verses of the Holy Qur'an

Mohammad Shirvany™
Rouhollah Souri

Abstract

Since there is a mutual influence between perceptions and emotions, the
way humans view and approach various crises, issues, and problems
plays a significant role in resilience, anxiety, and emotional regulation.
The Holy Qur'an emphasizes this point in several verses, stating that the
process of human growth is connected to and dependent on the model
through which a person confronts and interprets crises. If a person
understands that in the path of growth, they must inevitably experience
hardship, and knows that just as it is God who alleviates and removes
hardship, it is also God who imposes it, and that everything that
emanates from God, due to the identity of God Almighty with perfection,
makes hardship an essential part of that perfection. For this reason, a
person will no longer be disturbed by confronting crises and difficulties;
instead, they will creatively seek solutions to problems in order to
cultivate new growth and experiences that shape their thoughts and
character along their ascendant path. Since in the realm of the
philosophy of suffering, the highest role of emotional management is
linked to the place of awareness, it is essential to seek guidance from the
divine revelation, which holds the highest truth in providing awareness.
In this paper, using an analytical method and library tools, we aim to
interpret and explain the verses of the Qur'an to achieve peace and the
linguistics of human crises.
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From Absolute Human Knowledge to the Mentorship of
Imam Ali (A.S.) in Explaining Educational Verses with
Emphasis on al-Bahrani’s Alburhan

Samad Abdollahi Abed™

Abstract

The Holy Qur'an is the book of guidance, and by referring to it, a person
can achieve its guiding goals. However, since the Holy Qur'an has left
the details to the Prophet (PBUH), it is essential to refer to his Hadiths
for a deeﬁer understanding of the Qur'an. Due to the infinite depth of the
Qur'an, the Prophet (PBUH) could not explain all of its verses with all
their meanings. Therefore, he deemed it necessary to provide another
source for future generations alongside the Qur'an, such that it could be
used for guidance. Based on this, according to the Hadith of Thagalayn,
the Prophet (PBUH) introduced the Ahl al-Bayt (A.S.) as the explainers
of the Qur'an. Among the Ahl al-Bayt (A.S.), Imam Ali (A.S.) holds a
special place, and the Prophet (PBUH) identified him as the most
knowledgeable of the companions in religious matters, alongside the
Qur'an. The elders of the companions also acknowledge this. Thus, by
referring to narrations and exegeses, one can learn his Qur'anic and
interpretive teachings and, by understanding his interpretive status,
benefit from his guidance. One of the major categories of the Qur‘anic
verses and the teachin%s of the Prophet (PBUH) relates to educational
matters, and one of the objectives of his successors was to elevate
society to higher moral levels. Imam Ali (A.S.) occasionally fulfilled this
role by interpreting the educational verses. In this article, based on a
descriptive-analytical method, examples such as reminding people that
their actions return to themselves, loving for the sake of God, the
characteristics of God's friends, and striving to interpret others' bad
actions in a better light are discussed, with emphasis on al-Bahrani’s
Alburhan. The research findings suggest that knowledge of religious
matters, especially those related to educational issues, played a
significant role in the guidance provided by Imam Ali (A.S.).

Keywords: Imam Ali (A.S.); The Interpretation of the Qur'an; Hadith;
The Prophet (PBUH); Educational Verses; al-Bahrani; Alburhan
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Abstract

The revelation of the Qur'an was gradual, and through this gradual
revelation, the Prophet ﬁPBUH) was able to transform an initial society
from a low cultural level to a nation with such cultural excellence that It
became the standard-bearer of the call for monotheism, ethics, and
humanity across the world. However, what is the method of studying and
understanding the Qur'an in order to achieve its cultural elements and the
process of cultural transformation within the Qur'an? The main issue of
this article is to achieve a “method for studying the Qur'anic culture,”
which, according to the author, is best achieved through “descent-based
interpretation” (Tafseer Tanzili). Of course, since focusing on the views
of a descent-based interpreter offers a clearer path and more cohesive
elements for achieving this goal, this research is based on the works of
Abdul Karim Behjatpour. The method of this research is “ijtihadi”.
ljtihadi is a reliable and well-known method that has been used for
centuries for referring to religious sources, and it has been recommended
by scholars and interpreters of Islam. In this method, rational, logical,
transmitted, historical, and theological elements are used according to
the issue under investigation. Therefore, this research will draw on
rational, logical, and other relevant analyses as needed. The findings of
this research include proving the methodological identity of descent-
based interpretation and discovering its methodological outcomes
(solutions for deepening and expanding the understanding of the Qur'an,
stages of the Qur'anic cultural transformation process, the formation of
the Qur'anic issues network, the practical application of the Qur'an, and
strategies for identifying and solving cultural harms) and content-related
outcomes (transformational stages of the Prophetic community,
developing a goal-setting approach for uncovering the intentions of God,
and achieving a more accurate understanding of Qur'anic terminology).
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Symbolism in the Qur’anic Story of Prophet Ibrahim (PBUH)"
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Abstract

The Holy Qur'an contains a collection of stories about the divine
prophets, through which the contrast between truth and falsehood across
history and human societies is clearly depicted. The mysterious story of
Abraham (PBUH) is one such example, in which positive and negative
characters are portrayed and symbolized for future generations. The
symbolism in this story is based on "individuals and characters™ as well
as "events and natural forces." The positive heroes of this story are:
Abraham (PBUH), who symbolizes a revolutionary figure in realizing
monotheism and a fighter against the manifestations of tyranny; Hagar,
who symbolizes loyalty; Ishmael, who symbolizes absolute devotion and
submission; Isaac, who symbolizes hope and insight; and Sarah, who
symbolizes empathy and affection. The negative characters, such as
Nimrod, Azar, and his people, represent arrogance, rejection of truth,
retrogression, and fanaticism, respectively. Moreover, in a novel move,
the Holy Qur'an also symbolizes natural events and forces. In this story,
the Ka'bah symbolizes monotheism and the unity of the Islamic Ummabh,
Safa and Marwah symbolize respect for the divine rituals, celestial
bodies symbolize a logical proof, idols symbolize tyranny, and the axe
symbolizes the struggle.
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