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Original Article

A Chain- and Content-Based Critique of al-Tabari’s
Exegetical Report on Qur’an 33:69 Concerning the
Attribution of a Reprehensible Act to Prophet Moses (Peace
Be Upon Him)"

Hadi Razaghi Harekandehe™

Abstract

In the Holy Qur’an, the infallibility of the prophets from any form of
disobedience and error is a clear and established principle, and Almighty
God has referred to this matter in several verses. In contrast, a body of
interpretive reports known as Isra’iliyyat appears in exegetical literature
and, through fabricated and spurious narrations, attributes reprehensible
acts to the prophets. Among the verses whose interpretation has been
affected by such reports is verse 69 of Surah Al-Ahzab. Some Sunni
commentators, especially al-Tabari, have cited narrations under this
verse that explicitly suggest that Prophet Moses (peace be upon him)
bathed naked and exposed his private parts in front of others. Such an
account is not only irrational and implausible, but also incompatible with
the exalted status of a divinely protected prophet and contrary to the
theological foundations of Muslim belief in prophetic infallibility. The
present study examines one narration cited in al-Tabari’s tafsir and
evaluates it in terms of both its chain of transmission and its textual
content. The findings show that the narration is distorted in its
transmission and is textually inconsistent with the Qur’an, the sound
Sunnah, and established rational evidence.
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An Examination of the Interpretation of “Qawl Thaqil”

(Weighty Word) and Its Relationship with Facilitation
(Taysir) and the Language of the Messenger of God (PBUH)

in Shi‘ite Narrative Exegeses

AliReza Rostami Harapi
Hamidreza Sarvarian
Fereshteh Saeidy Saboor

Abstract

The expression qawl thaqil S"Weighty speech") in Qur'an 73:5 has lon

been the subject of exegetical debate, particularly regarding the nature o

its "weightiness" and its relationship to the notion of taysir
("facilitation™) in Qur'an 54:17, 22, 32, and 40, as well as to the "tongue
of the Prophet" (lisan al-nabi) in Qur'an 19:97 and 44:58. Emplo inﬁ_q
descriptive-analytical approach and drawing on major sources of Shi‘i
narrational exegesis, including Tafsir al-Qummi, Tafsir al-‘Ayyashi, Nar
al-Thagalayn, and Minhaj al-Sadigin, this study offers the first integrated
analysis of the concepts of thigal ("weightiness") and taysir
("facilitation) while examining the central role of the Prophet's language
in mediating between them. The findings indicate that the commentators'
interpretations can be classified into four interrelated dimensions: the
weightiness of revelation and visionar%/ experience, the weightiness of
proclamation and religious obligation, the weightiness of spiritual impact
and reflection, and the weightiness inherent in the nature and reality of
the Qur'an. Within each dimension, taysir assumes a correspondin

function, while the Prophet's language serves multiple interpretive an

pedagogical roles, including elucidating divine revelation, clarifying
religious rulings, articulating monotheistic discourse, mediating the
relationship between worldly hardship and eschatological reward, and
exemplifying the practice of night prayer. The study's principal
contribution lies in demonstrating, through an integrated analysis
grounded in Shi‘i narrational exegesis, how the various dimensions of
Qur'anic weightiness are transformed into facilitation through the
Pronhet's language and exemplary conduct.

Keywords: Qawl Thaqil, Shi‘ite narrative exegeses, Taysir, The Language
of the Prophet
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Abstract

Revelation (Wahy) is one of the most fundamental concepts in Islamic
thought, constituting the foundation upon which all religious teachings
are established through the unique relationship between God and the
Prophet. Despite the diversity of its forms and levels, one relativel
underexplored dimension is Confirmatory Revelation %Wahy—e Tasdidi).
As a significant manifestation of divine guidance, this form of revelation
plays a pivotal role in the continual support, guidance, and confirmation
of the Prophets and divine saints. A systematic examination of this
dimension is essential because it provides a more comprehensive
understanding of the continuity of prophethood, the nature of divine
confirmation In the decisions and actions of the Prophets and saints, and
the interpretation of numerous prophetic events that remain only partially
understood without reference to Confirmatory Revelation.” Using a
descriptive-analytical approach, this study examines the concept of
Confirmatory Revelation in the Qur'an and explores its functions within
the broader framework of divine guidance. The findings demonstrate that
Confirmatory Revelation represents a distinct mode of divine
communication_through which God strengthens, directs, corrects, and
safeguards the Prophets and divine saints from deviation during critical
moments. An analysis of Qur'anic verses 21:73, 11:46, 2:128, 6:90, and
3:42-43 reveals that this form of revelation serves as a fundamental
mechanism of divine support, ensuring the fulfillment of the objectives
of prophethood and preserving the continuity of divine guidance. Far
from being an occasional intervention, Confirmatory Revelation emerges
as a continuous and subtle process of divine assistance that reinforces
prophetlcljudgment_and action, underscoring its indispensable role in the
successful accomplishment of the prophetic mission.
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of Ta'wil (Allegorical Interpretation) in the 'Narrative
Trend' (Focusing on Ayyashi) and the 'Theological Trend'
(Focusing on Shaykh al-Mufid)"
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Abstract

Ta’wil of the Holy Qur’an, understood as the hermeneutical movement
from the zahir to the batin (the exoteric to the esoteric meaning), has
long been shaped by a fundamental methodological divergence within
Imami Shi‘a thought. This study employs an analytical-comparative
approach and focuses on the formative period of the third and fourth
centuries AH to examine the epistemological foundations of the two
principal Imami hermeneutical trends: the narrative Ta’wil trend,
centered on Muhammad b. Mas‘ud al-‘Ayyashi, and the theological
Ta’wil trend, represented by Shaykh al-Mufid. The central question is
how these two trends, despite sharing the authority of the wilayah of the
Ahl al-Bayt, developed distinct and, at times, conflicting approaches to
Ta’wil. The article argues that the narrative trend, with its strictly text-
centered orientation, regarded Ta’wil as a divinely authorized process
confined to unveiling the batin through transmitted reports, thereby
excluding independent reason from this domain. By contrast, the
theological trend, responding to the intellectual challenges of its
historical context and adopting a defensive hermeneutic orientation,
employed reason as an essential instrument for transcendence,
purification, and the resolution of apparent scriptural contradictions. In
this view, Ta’wil becomes a rational-methodological activity governed
by both scriptural and rational principles. The findings show that this
divergence stems from differing conceptions of the purpose of Ta’wil
and of the relationship between reason and tradition in interpreting
ambiguous verses. The study contributes to hermeneutics, Qur’anic
exegesis, and Imami theology by explaining this methodological duality.
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Self-Based Life Based on the Story of the Gardener and the
Gardenless in Surah Al-Kahf
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Abstract

In human life, two distinct types, self-righteous and Godly, are clearly
discernible. Understanding the elements of a self-centered life in contrast
to a religious life is essential to avoid divine punishment in human
existence. The purpose of the present study is to explore the hidden
dimensions of self-righteous and Godly lives, drawing on the story of the
two gardeners in verses 7-64 of Surah Al-Kahf. The research findings,
derived through descriptive-analytical methods combined with
inferential analysis of the aforementioned verses, emphasize two key
facts. First, according to divine will, whenever an individual becomes
disconnected from God and relies solely on personal strength, they incur
not only punishment in the hereafter but also chastisement in this world.
Second, a self-righteous life is characterized by rebellion, boasting, and
arrogance toward God's blessings; disregard for the counsel of God's
righteous servants; associating partners with God in the broadest sense;
abandoning submission to God's authority; and a lack of compassion for
the needy; these elements lead to worldly punishment. In contrast, a
Godly life encompasses components such as detachment from worldly
adornments, attentiveness to the remnants of righteousness, recognition
of God's absolute will before human determination of affairs, and
assistance to the deprived, thereby yielding divine favor.
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Prophetic exegetical narrations constitute one of the principal sources for
understanding the Qur’an, as the Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) played a
central role In clarifying its meanings by explicating general rulings,
resolving ambiguities, specifying general expressions, and qualifying
absolute statements. Among the classical Sunni exegetical works
preserving these narrations, al-Kashf wa al-Bayan ‘an Tafsir al-Qur’an by
Ahmad ibn Muhammad al-Tha‘labt occupies a prominent position. This
study mvestlﬁates the Prophet’s methodology for explaining Qur’anic
vocabulary through the exegetical narrations recorded in this work.
Adopting a descriptive-analytical design with a narratological approach,
the study identifies and analyzes Prophetic reports concerning lexical
clarification according to established methodological criteria. The
findings show that lexical explanations constitute a substantial
proportion of the Prophet’s exegetical narrations and exceed other
categories of Prophetic exegesis in frequency. The Prophet frequently
clarified Qur’anic vocabulary by éoroviding concrete exemplifications
and, in _manY instances, interpreted the Qur’an through the Qur’an by
elucidating lexical meanings with parallel verses. His explanations
further demonstrate consistent reliance on Arabic linguistic conventions,
sensitivity to the audience’s level of comprehension, and the use of
diverse semantic and contextual strategies. The findings suggest that the
Prophet’s lexical exegesis reflects a coherent and systematic interpretive
met]?]odology. They further indicate that an accurate understanding of
Qur’anic vocabulary depends fundamentally on the Prophetic tradition,
particularly as preserved in classical exegetical sources such as al-Kashf
wa al-Bavan.
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